[Evaluation of a method for determining ACTH concentration in samples of serum obtained by catheterization of inferior petrosal sinuses in diagnosis of Cushing's disease].
A method consisting in the catheterization of lower petrosal sinuses aimed at obtaining blood samples for the determination of ACTH concentration has been applied in diagnostically difficult cases of Cushing's disease. The appearance of ACTH concentration gradient between the blood originating from the immediate vicinity of pituitary and the peripheral venous blood confirmed the hypophyseal etiology of hypercortisolemia. The gradient of ACTH concentration between the two petrosal sinuses made possible the localization of a microadenoma in the anterior lobe of pituitary. The diagnostic conclusions obtained by the above method have been confirmed during the surgery.